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The Threat to Starve
The unauthorized and illegal strike

of the railway employees bring3
home more quickly than waa antici-
pated the mistake committed when
the anti-strike provi- ion was taken
out of the Cumroins-Esch act. The
reasons why railway employees may
not quit in concert have lost nothing
in cogency.
The walk-out, if not brought to a

speedy end, will make clear to the
p&'biic, especially to the urban pub¬
lic, the peril in which it lives. Tlie
cessation of traflic is not a blow di-
rected against the government, or

railroad owners, or tho rich, b:it
against the masse3 of people, who
find life quite as difficult as do rail¬
road employees and who have as

much reason as they to demand wage
increases. Reduced to its simplicities,
the strke is an attempt by a sniall
minority to hold up a large majority
by threats of starvation.
A blow, as the officers of the

brotherhoods recognize, is also aimea
straight at the heart of union labor.
When discipHne disappears from the
unions and no reliance can be placed
on agreements and on a sense of
obligation to the public the unions
will find it difficult to maintain their
present proud position.
The teinptation to parley and

compromise with seitish minorities
is strong. lt will doubtless manifest
itsejf in the present juncture. But
Eome dry, it is to be feared, there
must be a show-down and a decision
Either the public is to beltnaster and
to rule in behalf of the general iattr-
ert or the masses must adjust them-
selves as best they can, as the massea
have done in other ages, to the mas-

tery of selfish class minorities.

Superfluous State Officers
The legislative leaders at Albany

have decided to go a part of the way
with Governor Smith in reducing
the number of e ective state officers.
Ti¬lt is now sai i to >e their purpose tj
subniit a constitutional amendment
cutting the iist of elective offieials
from seven a> four, Tiie posts of
tiecretary of btute, Treasurer and
Engineer ami Surveyor are to be
made appointive. The Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Comptroller
and Attorney General are to cou¬

til.ue to be chosen by the people.
Tiie blute ReeonBU uc.iun v. ommis-

sion recommended dropping the
office ol Lieutenant Governor. This
is a.i ornamental position. Tlie
Lituteiiant. Governor has no reai
power. He is an heir apparent and
little ei.-:e. lt would ce easy to
transfer the succession to the Presi¬
dent of the Senate, to hold office
until the succeeding election, or for
the r^mnant of the Governor's term,if that should be less than a
year and a half. The report also
favored making the Attorney Gen¬
eral an appointee of the Governor.
That is the practice tn Pennsylvania.Since the Attorney General is the
law officer of the administration,there is r.o good reason why the
Governor ahouldn't have a free hand
in selecting him. He ought to se-
lect him, if wr> accept the theury of
a renl concentration of power in theGovernor'a hands.
The legislative leaders, however,have not yet accepted that theory!They have dec ined to recommend an

extension of the terma of the elective
officers from two years to four. A
two-year term is too short to give a
good Governor a fti-.r chance. We
have now the anomaiy of a two-yeat
+*rm Governor trying to get aloi ¦.

with a host ot subordinate offieials
with terms of three, four or sir*
years. The latter know that they
are going to outlast ti:c- Governor
and are not readily amcnablc to con¬
trol. If power is to be eentrallzed
it mu«t rert in a Goven or witb a
term as Icng an and rori'-urrf-nt wilh
thoae of hltt ehief rfuhordfnate*,Th#-n he becomes a fenuin* chief antileader. Most of the atatrs v/!th

four-year terms for their Governors
are better administered than New
York is. The short gubernutorial
term 's^antiqua.ted. Why doesn't
tho Legislature recognizo that fact?

A Waste of Labor
It is not worth while to spend time

argning the constitutionality of the
Congressional resolution to end the
war, yesterday passed by the House,
244 to 150. The power that has au-

thority to declare war may be as-'
sumed to have authority to declare
its end.
War is a fact, a condition, a status,

not necessarily a matter of paper
formalities. History is full of in-
stances of fighting begun without
notice and ended without negotiation.
Should the peace resolution be
signed by the President or passed
by both houses over his veto with the
necessary two-thirds, the courts
would urrquestionably recogniz. the
act as legal.

It is true this country has never

technically ended a war by resolu¬
tion. But never before has the coun¬

try faced such a situation as now
confronts it, and new occasions re-

quire new action. No less than seven-
teen months have elapsed since the
signing of thc armistice and the
cessation of hostilities, and it is obvi-
ously undesirable to postpone indefi-
nitely an attestaticn of the truth
that peace exists.
Tho objections to the peace reso¬

lution are not constitutional but
practical. Will the President sign,
and, if not, is it possible to override
his veto? That he will sign ls im-
probafre and that a two-thirds
majority can be mustered in both
houses is improbable. So tho reso¬
lution leads to a blank wall.
Another practical objection lies

against the Porter resolution.
namely, that in effect it directs the
President to negotiate with Germany
on preseribed terms, and to levy an

embargo if she does not agree to
these terms. This part of the reso¬
lution may or may not. be constitu-
tior.iil, but, whichever it is, no one
has pointed out any feasible way to
compcl the President to obey Con¬
gress. If he refuses to negotiate it
is not possible to coerce him. Unless
there is a reason for expecting tlie
President to become cooperative> the
passage of the Porter resolution thus
promises to be vain exercise.
The best way to bring the war to a

formal close, and seemingly the only
practical way to do this, is for the
President to resuhmit the treaty and
let it be known th .L he no longer de¬
mands its re.iection. Just prior to
the decisive roll call Senator Owen,
who has hren a sta^ch supporter of
the Administration, said: "I do not
believe that there is a single Demo¬
cratic Senator who would not vote
for this resolution of ratification
[the Lodge resolution] if it were not
the belief of such Senators that the
President of the United States de-
ires them to defeat the resolution
now pending and would regard their
failure to do so as a refusal to follow
his view as a party leader."
No one has challenged these words

of Senator Owen and similar words
from other Democratic Senators.
If the President would take his
strangling hands off, tlie treaty
would be promptly ratified, with the
Lodge reservations. He alone de-
feated the treaty and he alone can
undo the defeat. Why he pursues
his course no one who h:is stood in
the Presence, or even ln the i're-
Presence, has ever explained, but
there is the fact.

The Porter resolution, viewed prac-
tically, mny be of value as tending to
induco the Presi lent to retransmit
the treaty and to take his fingers
from its throat, but otherwise it
seems a futility. Tn nnn house or
the other the President doubtless will
be able, for partisan reasons, to com¬
mand one-third of the body and thus
prevent a repassage over his veto.
And even thnugh there was re-

passage he could, and doubtless
would, refuse to act under the reso¬
lution.

Pe-ksnifFery
In his interfcsting publication

Colonel Harvey elegantly refers as
"panhandlers" to those who think
justice requires th" home army to
pay a little more to the army they
sent abroad. Ib* implies that only"the weakling," the loafer or the sec-
ond-story n.an who paraded tri-
umphantly in a uniform" wishes or
will accept $50 for each month of
war service.
The colonel, in his most scornful

manner. says the project Congressia now considering is "an insult to
the men who wore th. uniform," and
that "they fought for their country

net for a Hessian'8 wage and
brand."
"Poor case .call the other side

names." Such was the well-known
n< tation a lawyer placed on his legal
Pa-.err. for the guidance of a col-
league who was to appear af tl e
trial. The best evidence that it is
not o...:y to rcsist the pleas forjus$!c« in behalf of the former sol-
diera fs furnished by the tendencyto sl.ng abuse.
Two men in pre-mr days worked«ide by side for similar wages. The

ono wo.nt and the other rcmained.
The onp who went received his main-
tennnco whllo away. The one who
rtayed enjoyed to the full the pro.-perlty of fhuh times. He found job-
gettfng oasy and wnpe* high because
hia pface-tfme "buddy" wa. gone. Ib
lt "panhnndllnp;" for the soldier to

suggeat that the most elementary
justice requirea some evening up?

Colonel Harvey might well think
again before turning on the hose of
his epithets. He and all others may
well refrain from exhorting the de-
mobilized to remember they were
patriots and did not go to war from
Hessian motives. To roll eyeballs
toward heaven and to proclaim that
for service men to ask a square deal
is unspeakablo make one wish to
rench for a copy of "Martin Chuzzle-
wit" and to reperuse the passages
which describe Pecksniff.

The Larger Issue
The larger question raised by the

Ruhr Valley and Frankfort occupa-
tions is this: ls German disregard
of the provisions of the Treaty of
Versailles to be checked before it
bccomes a confirmed habit? Is Ger-!
many to be encouraged to believe
that the Allies will toicrate a policy1
of piecemeal revision through piece-1
meal nullification?
The Allies recently served notice

on Germany to surrender her war
crlminals for trial under Articles
228, 221) and 230 of the Versailles

[convention. The Ebert government
refused to comply, and offered as a

compromise to have the accused
tried in Germany. The Allies may
have been glad to be relieved of the
responsibiiity of punishing these
offenders against the laws of war
and the rules of international con¬
duct' But, at least, they all ac-

quiesced in making Articles 228,
229 nnd 230 a dead letter.

'I hc Ebert government next sent
troops into the neutralized Rhine
zone, in violation of Article 43. By
a protocol which was executed last
August Germany obtained permis-
sion to maintain twenty battalions
there until April 10, 1920. But in
order to suppress the Communist up-
rising in the Ruhr section, she re¬

cently rushed in troops greatly in
excess of the stipulated strength of
twenty battalions. She received no
authorization to do this. Tho French
government filed an exnlicit protest.
against tlie trespass. Instead of
ejecting the intruders Marshal Foch
has, occupied Frankfort and other
neu.ral zone cities, far to the south
of the Ruhr region. He has merely
exercisecl the privilege of a tem¬
porary counter occupation, with the
purpose of ha.tening the German
retirement from the Ruhr.

Bclgium has backed up Frknce,
but the British government declares
it is averse to participating in any
military pressure on Germany which
might involve the use of British
troop? in policing disturbances be-
tween rival German factions or gov-
en ments in the neutralized zone.

Lloyd George <er>m? to think that
Ebert shoulrl have been allowed to
pacify the Ruhr region,.tven if he
had to suspend the operation of the
t reaty to do so.

Tl at is one way of avoiding minor
complications over treaty enforce-
ment. But it must lead in the end
to major complications. The treaty
" quirement for the reduction of the
German military forces to 200,000
men goes into effect to-day. Ger¬
many hm not completed prepara¬
tions for that reduction. She is
till in overstrength. There are

'said to be from 50,000 to 80,000
Ci rman soldiers in the Ruhr dis¬
trict alone. If the Ebert govern¬
ment now evades disarmament, is
that violation of the treaty also to
be ignored "by those who believe
that tho treaty can best be amended
by successive German nullifications?

France stands by the tr»aty, which
i-: her one existing guaranty against
i reviva! of German military power.

lerand wants to convir.ee Berlin
that modifications cannot be effected
by acts of commission and omission
on Germany's part. In that he is

_.ht. It is highly desirable that all
lhe Entente signatories should act
'.¦.¦'' ther in enforcing the treaty.
But it is not just to expect France to
sacrifice her safety because unity of
action is temporarily unobtainable.
She is in a position to hr>lt German
violation... And it is high time for
.somo Allied power to remind Ger-
|many that the treaty still stands
and must be rcsj ected.

The Roosevelt Home
Do you know the house at 28 East

Twentieth Street, which is on the
way to becoming a national shrine
of patriotism? It is a typical New
York brownstcaie house, with high
stoop and a balcony, and ia now all
but surrounded by shops and loft
buildings. Fortunate, indeed, we
'-re that it still stands and that
through it the boyhood of Theodore
Roosevelt, with its long, uphill climb
toward health and greatness, can be
kept green in the memory of genera-
tions of American boys yet unborn.

It is ,-i singularly felicitous memo-
rial in every way. Not simply as a
hrine, but.as a workshop of service,

a di iseminating center of patriotism
and civil obligatlons, will the build-
ing stand. Clubrooms for boys and
fcirls, a library, a small audiforium
on thc top fioor, will make it possible
to ke_Tp the building the dynamic
force f.r righteousness that any me¬
morial of the Colonel must be.

Every one ia apt to think of the
great ar.d successful as born under a
lucky s't»r and to have started life
ahead of the average boy or girl,
'i.h a fuller equipment of every-
fhing that makes for suocess. This
nimple old New York house contalns
a htrlklng record of a contrary case.
rhe upataira porch was built byThcodnre Roonevelt the elder and

equipped as a gymnasium for the
especial benefit of young Theodore,
then ten years old and frailest of
the frail. Said the father to the
son in turning over the porch to
him:

"Theodore, you have the mind. bat
you have not got the body. To do all
that you cnn rk> with your mind you
must make a body to match it. I am
giving yuu the tool«, but it is up to
you to maxe your body. It is drudg-
ery and dull, hard work to make a

body. Will you do it?"
lt was drudgery and it was to

prove a long, uphill fight. We won-
der just how much of the indomitable
eourage and vigor of Theodore
Roosevelt, in every concern of life,
was engendered by this long battle
cgainst a weak body.long and tedi-
ous, but finally victorious. There is
a lesson for every boy.for who has
not some weakness to wrestle
against!.in this boyhood exarnple
of a great man who entered life
equipped hy fate with a seemingly
insuperable handicap of physical
weakness.
We know that every Tribune

reader will wish to share in the
grateful labor of perpetuating No. 28
Fast Twentieth Street. During the
two weeks ending April 15 the
Women's Roosevelt Memorial As¬
sociation is seeking to raise the sum
of $250,000 for the restoration and
remaking of the building. To every
donor of $1 or more a Roosevelt
medallion pin is sent. (Children
under sixteen receive tlie pin for 25-
ccnt contributions.) Checks or

money should be se'nt to the associa¬
tion at 1 East Fifty-seventh Street.
Large or small, your gift will bo
welcome for its personal tribute to a
great name, New York's proudest
gift to the annals of America.

The Lusk Bills
Licensing of Teachers h Cogcntly

Criticized
To tho Editor of The Tribtyie.Sir: In your editorial of April 7 you
are, 1 believe, mistaken in not support-
ing the City Club's condemnation of tho
three dangerous Lirsk bills. Your argu-
ments in regard to the school licensing
.-ind inquisitorial grand jury measures
are powerful; in regard to the certifica-
'-.on of teachers, I fear you are misin-
'ormed. If this Iii: required of the
public school teachers simply good moral
character and an oath of allegiance,
your arguments would stand. It re-
quires, however, far more, and is per
nicious chlefly for the two following
rcasons:

1. Teachers now in the public servico
who have, in this city, all been exam-
incd for good moral character and havo
taken an oath ot' loyalty i.o the govern¬
ment of the United States and to the
State of New York and very many of
whorh hold licenses, issued in good faith
as "permanent," that is, during good
behavior, must be reexnmined nnd sworn
in afresh/ 1 submit that this measure
impugns the honor of all of us who
are teachers; it questions the valid-
ity of our oaths. Of what public officer
would we requiro a second oath during
Ca.- s tmo term of service?

2. Teachers may, if this bill becomes
law, bo removed by tiie sole act of tha
State Commissioner of Education "on
information." There ia no provision
for proof that tho information is cor-

rcct, or For a hearing, or even for
stating the charges to the teacher re¬
moved. It wouTcl open the way for
t'cmoval of teachers by personal onemies,
by scandalmongers, by persons of tha
opposing political party, provided thcy
could obtain the ear of the all-powcrful
Commissioner. lt was a long and hard
fight to t^ke tho New York public,
schools out of politics and make the
leachora permanent, non-partlsan public
Bervants. This bill would undo the
whole work and make every ono de-
pendont on tho favor of the Commis¬
sioner, who is tho Kppointee of the
politically chosen Board of Kegents of
the University of tho State of New
York.
No teacher can bc so dangerous as

this bill. If a teacher is really bad or
is doing harm, let the fact be proved
openly in tho manncr now provided;
let us not destroy the school system
of New Vork City to- get at a few
individuals who diaagree with the
majority. #

RUTH GILLETTE HARDY.
Brooklyn, Apnl 8, 1920.

Tarnished Magic
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: lt is all very well to speak
of the magic of Fifth Avenue and to
invest uncounted hundred thousands in
electric signs and window. dressinjr
(frcquently with hideous results). But.
wouldn't it bc advisable to spend a
few dollars on keoplng the sidewalks
of the "greatest thoroughfare in the
world" reasonably clean? Last night I
saw, betweon Porty-second and Thirty-
fourth streets, rubbisb covering th»
pavement in an unbroken surface, at.
places ankle doep. European visitois
are invariably aatoniahed by the Incred-
tble dlrtlnesa, not of Rivington or Eaat
Houston Stroet, for there are slums or,
tho other side, too, but of Fifth Avenue
As to the side streets off the nvenuo,what with ash cans left over from last
Saturday and th,. vestigos of otherwiae
quite estimable horses, the Jes* said
the better. Citizens, taking a not un-
jtiMlir,ed prldo in New York, ought lo
encourngo their Street Clcaning Do-
partmunt to depend n litt!u less on co-
oporatlon of the Aimighty and to hold a
"bo-on-thc-job-wcek" at lenat tifty-twotimes a yoor. g jj
New York, April 8, U)20.

"The Old Cleavage Again"
To the Kditor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: As nn hone;,t Am-rican I con-
gratulato you on this morning'a oditor-
uil, "Tho Old Cleavago Again." Let'a
hopo moro outapoken Amoricana will
eomo out flat-footod .md procluim G«r-
muny for what ah* i8-_<, jlar nnd a(ficnk. Y n I)
N«rw Y«*, Apifl % itift.

The Conning Tower
ADV.

("Something Else Again" : Doubleday,
Vclko k Co.)

Go. little book, O molecule
Of imm&terial metric matter!

Into thc world of April-fool,
Go, little book!

In mch a world your tinkly clatter
Will be a pebble in a pool.

A far from coiyequential spatter.
And yet as Fate unwinds her »pooI,

Perliaps she'tl make mine income fatter.
Good luck to you! I hope tkat you'll

Go, little book.

Professor Heywood Broun, a slave
to accuraey, calls our errant nttention
to the fact that Mrs. Emma McChes-
ney wasn't in the female-drummery of
wais ts, but in that of sk'.rts.particu-
larly the Feathorbloom petticoat.

We Swiped "Broadfcmindedness" From
St. John .iii, 7.

Sir; I spent, yesterdny, the hour
necessnry to travel from Hartford to
Bloomfiold, via the trolley. reading
"Something Else Again." "Get off,"
snid tho conductor; "weVe at the end
of the line." I had hardly realized that
we had started. Und you ever taken
the ride on the w. k. and anelent
Bloomfield car you would reaHze that
you never could hopo for greater praise
than I have just given.
Such a preamble in a letter cr else-

where could mcan but one thing, of
course, and now to that, I have noticed
and enjnyod in Tho Tower the fate of
the poor jo:-trr who uses ns his own &
joko or line that you have hrard or
soen in an net by lhe Vahahahana
Sistrrs. Either ln one of Gorald Cham-
berlaln's books or in another volume
which I lent to some one who "always
returns borrow. d books" I recall the
remark that "the only thing the toler-
ont por .on will not tolerate ia in-
toleranoo in others." May I not nsk If
that did not nnted.ate tho composit.on
of "Broadmindcdness," on paire 55? It
i.-i because I have long believed that
you disproved the fact that there !s
n. n. u. t. s. that [ ask, and remain,

R. R. W.

A shinlntr hook is "Llving Alone,"
by Stella Behson. Oa the first pnge
nr. theio cotinl.to characterizations:
"Three of tho women wore of the kind
that has no life apart from commit¬
tees." "Miss Ford war. n irood woman,
as well as a !ady. Her hands were
beautiful because they paid a mani-
curist to koop them ro, but she was
too righteous to powder hor noso. She
was tho. sort of pcrson a man would
like his b.st friend to marry."

lit-rbrr' nnd RuIIIt sui
Str: May T <H niv two btta to the Her¬bert nnd Sullivan discusalon?
Yon run take almost nny of fliilllvan"*

slow movcrnen'-* nnd by nltcrir..f a few words
get .-. first olass offertory to be aung rlfhtafter prayer and before the collection.

TTe-o'.* one at rnndom, from "The Piratea
of Ppnzance":
"Oh. leave mf, not to "O. lenve m. not toP'l". plne,Alone and dosniatet Alone and .«.r.latelNo fato seemed fatr No sir. eo deep an
..

" lr n >. mine,NohnppineKRSogTeat: N'o r ¦nltenee so great:And nnture .livy by My ....,,! r,.,m dily t0day ,,.,v
Has sung In accenta Man ..>:._ ln aoe»m_clear, eleor:This Jnyoift rounde- 'Oh, teach me now t.
.He li v... thee.he ls Oh, he'ed' tho elnncr'shere. tear.'M
Alinoat every trlo, quartetto and concertod

number (hat I.. nor aetually written in jig
time would e-o fine in a cantata ar.d could
well he ended np with an Amen or two
Now, Victor Herbert could write an ex-

cellent anthem or ountorio if he wanted to.
But lie doesn't allow hin. elf to do it when
he's writing a comic .opera,

_

Sam Hill.

Tho churchability of Sullivan's mu¬
sic is well known. .Many a madrigal
of his, if the (ime nnd phrasing were
slightly altercd, would be a Grogorian
chant. Or tako "If Britain Really
Ruled the Waves," from "Iolanthe,"
and chan.ro tho words to:

Now»Glory to the Lord of ITosts
From whom all glories aro!

My song shall rise to sanctify
The elory of our God on high,
And bless His holy star.

My ..oul shall sing (n endless praise
Thc glory of His wondrous ways;
My sou! shall sing in endless praise
Tho glory of His wondrous ways!

Amcn.

If the Society for the Suppression
of Vice is honestly anxious to climi-
nate reading that arouses vicioua
thoughts, it will turn its nttention to
tho menu cards of certain hotels and
restaurants, The prices certainly are
immoral reading. We, for one, never
road them without a desire to cora-
mit murder and arson.

Tho detectives, obviously, all are
working oh the Nicky Arnstcin case.
Otherwise they would know that all
you have to do to got alcoholic stimu-
laot in a cortain Bleecker Street rea-
tau^.nt. is to ask for it.

Oh, U Was, Wns It?
iFrom Thc Lrlterary Oigett.l

"B. B. C " Lnramk. Wyo..-As wa. point-
iq,.U '" Literary Ditfest for May 15,19.0 the quotation, "If a man write a bet¬
ter book. prrach a better xermon. or inak. abetter mou.etrap than his neighbor. tho hebulld hi. home in «he woods, the world willma:.*. a beaten path to hi_ door "

waa writ¬ten by Elbeit Hubbard, of East Aurora, N Y

lt might bo apposite to recall that
tho Hotel Florenco, Pullman, 111., tho
objective of tho Memorial Day road
races in Chicago, waa named for Mrs.
Frank 0. Lowden.

Lithe nnd r.isl, Ye I.andamen AllSir: Raymond Fosdl.k ^nv» tho [mperatorhad n liat to starboard, Naturally _o, inthese day.. . ,h(. ,,.,, |m(| a ^ f<jwould it not havo been n Win. List?
TlUKB TllCRDAY.

Mr. Havemeyer, if what. Miss Hearn
says is true, must havo put ln an
eight-hour day at the tolophono. "Ho
couldn't lot a day g., by," sho says,'without calling mo up a dozen times."

Tho landlord works on the corroct
BBsumption th,* it ia fur ci)onper to
pny rent than to move.
Somo pretty wiekod prophocles arem_de by tho plne board and tho three-legged Indicator.

SnggoaUd tttiTl^ . playj ,,,.0*1.«« _f fftn. r.f. A.

UPSETTING THE KETTLE*
t>>DTtlirht, ma, M«w Tori: 'moane mu

foover's Arnericanism
Emcry Poillc IVants to Know Jusl How
He Is "Oui of Touch" With His Countru

Tc tho Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: A communication published on

April 7 ln your esteemed journal nr.

captioned "Mr. Hoover's TraveV hos
occasioned mo considerable interest, not
so much for what it says as for what
it does not aay. It ia couched in lan-
guage of rich restraint aud much ele-
gance of expreasion. The writer has
no intention of falllng into the vulgar
fushion of the ranting proselyte, not
he. And where credit is duo he pro-
po-es, with a beau gestc to ^ive it. ITo-.v
kindly a patronage, unsullied by aught
of smugnoas, lie.s in thos* phrases:
"Without doubt Mr. Hoover has done
great work" and "within his limita-
ti-.ns as American as any one can bc
who has spent the greatest part of his
adult life outside the United States."
Ho refera frequently, with an air of
quiet, mysterioua mastery, as who
should say "And what about that, my
good man?" to Americanism and to
being an American, to tho heart of the
American. his thoughts, his aspirations,!
dlgnifiedly lotting us infer rhat, al¬
though the much-traveled Mr. Hoover!
doesn't know a lot about all that, he
himself could tell us a thing or two, if

Ihe chose, to make Mr. Hoover and his
like wish thoy'd never left their door-
yards.
W hat 1$ Americanism?

I wlah ho would. I do, indeed. What
is it that iio knows about us from which
Mr. Hoover has cut himself off, lost
"touch" with? The letter is handsorrrelyl
repleto with suggestion, alluslon, subtle
hint. All Jn the rich pocket of the
writer and all as right as rain. lt is
easy enough to say that tho gentlcman
who as food commissioner of this coun¬
try supposedly found out a good deal
about its stomach never got to its
heart. I have heard such statements
before. But what is the heart of it?|What is this Americanism exactly, and
whose? What are the thoughts, the
aspirations or' this people?

I reflect for the moment upon the
[foreign population of tho United
States, the thousands unon thousands,
citizens and non-citizena, many of
whom speak no American at all, many
o<* whom with painful effort speak a

little, many of whom, indeed are
illitorate in whatever tongue, or with
but the rudiments of education, all of
whom, with the best intentiona in tlie!
world no doubt, acem peculiarly remote
from that inspired group of Americans
who hammered together the ahin to
which we still cling, the whole amazing
lot of na. Isn't lt about time 'hat some
of these gifted atudenta of this people
--who beeatise they stay nt home must
be obviously in the secret.instead of!
wagging their heads in 8olemn nccusa-j
tion, should tell us what in their opin-
ion the present sum of Americanism ia,
what are the component factora of it.;
what the colloctive aspirations definitcly
amount. to, what the heart of this
strange, volatile, restleas, unaasimi-1
lated, uncatalogued, undirected mass of
people ls? Once we've got that, we can
measure Mr. Herbert Hoover and the
rest of the candidates by tho result;
know whero we and they stand.
.Vo Travding!

In Paris not infrequently I heard Mr.
Hoover apoken of as aometimea too
American, aa having too singly, too
adroitly, the interest3 of his country
in heart. Forcigners rather felt that
they muat be nlertly up nnd doinpr to
atch him out ln hta American practicea.
Now ln America I am aakad to believe,
by aetute oommentatora, that hedoesn't.
can't, ln ahort, krTow anything about
aa, because, it appaara, b« hua traveled
ubout a blt. Ifc la dlsooncertlng.

The best thing to do, as our frienc
pretty clearly indicates, ls not to travei
at all. Even a little of lt may plaj
the deuce with one. He darkly im
stances Mr. Wilson.whose one little
journey in the world has ocensioned t

good deal of comment as having ir
consequence of his travels tried tc
"barter tho libortiea of his country foi
nn empty dream," as he pufs it. A
dre3ciiul thing to do, and entirely thi
resn'.t of leaving his native land. where
I have alway3 understood he, so to
speak, Iay prone with hia ear t«» thi
ground to catch the fainte3t pulsations
of popular aspirations, of whatevei
naturo.

Snnilay Qurrieg
How is it that Mr. Hoover is "out

of touch" with his fellows? Is it be¬
cause he is a plain, simple, modest man,
little given to loud or fantustic or idle
or bombasric talk? Because he has an

active. honest, vigorous, constructive
brain that thinks with precision,
straightforwardness, breadth of view
and sincerity of design? Because lie
hatea sham and deceit aud double deal-
ing and vulgar display? Alas, these
qualities are hia. It ill becomes us to
remark that their possession puts him
out of touch with us. Or is it that h;s
oplnlons do fiot happen to coincide with
those of the complacent writer of the
mornlng's letter? Could this be the
reason for the subtle animadversions ca
Mr. Iloover's capacity to grrasp the
point of view of.well, let us say of
the letter writer himself?
Come, come, my dcar sir! Judge of

Mr. Hoover, if you have the oppor¬
tunity. frankly by what he is. what ho
does. by the manifestations of hi- chi i
acter, pub;ic and private, as to whether
he be American or not; but until yi u
are bitter informed. spare us rheSo
superior hinta as to his being lesa
American than his fellow citizens, than
yourself. EMiiRY POTTLE.
New York, April 7. 1020.

The Mayor's Heart
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Mayor of the ("i-y of New
Vork feels it his duty to teli the public
that the burden of teacher salary Iegis-
lation "wil] fall upon the rent pujvr."
Why is the Mayor so much concerned

when the city record3 show an increase
of only about G per cent in tlie tax rate
of this year over that of two yeara aKo,
and nn increase of only about 2^ per
cent ln the ussesseo vuluation? What
the public has a right to kno-v is, when
ronts were raiscd from 40 per cent to
100 per cent. why wasn't the rent re¬
ceiver made to pay at leaat a prnpor-
tionate increase.

If the Board of Estimate and Appro-tionment had applied to the land.oni-,
tiie same percentage the landlord were
permitted to apply to the rentpayers,
our schools could have been fuiiy pro¬
vided for, the tiihcr municipal de] art-
ment8 as well, and ihere vould now be
a fund of over $100,000,000. which could
bo used for new buiidinfrs.

Has the Mayor more heart for the
landiord than he haa for the rent
paycr? JACOB THEOBALD.
New York, April 7. 1020.
-.-m

On the. Spot(From The PhQadelphia Evaning i:<d!etin)
France may be miatakon in thinking

that ns between the "Red" malcontcnts
in tho Ruhr Baain and a reorganizeo"German army the latter ls tho grrat.
danger, but her opportunlties for judg-
ment are better than are availablo nt
Washington. Diotatlon from Paria aa
to our policy In Mexico ttouM not fall
to insplro resontment.

BurhUng Husbands
Plain Talk as to Just What

Home Work ls
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Rin The letter in this morning'*

Tribune signed "Bachelor" had en-

raged me almost to tho point of reply-
ing, when I looked up the let.er of

April 2, to which "Bachelor" r".arB*.

i. which enraged me ao much m.re that I
feel a reply is imperative to my peat«

* of mind.
Most women would be glad, I think,

patiently to porform their household
tasks without "burbling," as the gen-
tleman of April 2 eo elogantly ce-

pressea it, if it were not for Burh men
as he and "Bachelor," who would rouie

any woman to "burbling" by their com-

plete lack of understandlng. Funds*
mi ntally, both letters are the product
of thc same point of view.i. e., that ia
running a home, with or without rnaide,
thero is nothing to do.
Both aro unfair. Tho "Happy H__-

band" of April 2 takea a woman with a

particularly easy problem it; home
making and holds hor up a3 a shining
example, It is perfectly del ^htful
that the gentlcman is sntisfied with
his wife, but if, under thc cireum-
stances, sho found it necessary to
"burble" it would indeed be a pity. It
is not fair to cornpare her to a "tire.I"
mother to the tired mother's dlsad-
vantage.

Complic&te that m*nage with a

couple of chiidren and see what ba-
comes of the cool-lookir.g wife and the
G o'clock dinner. The other of hi_ "ia-
.taivcvs" commands more of my al-
miration. A house means mucii mora

._ ire than nn apartment, ar.d chiidren
add about 100:;, to all household
chores. Still "mother" and $.'.),000 a

year must help, nat to mentloa the
scrublady.
Now "Bachelor's" idea is, at parently,

that wornan's Solo occupat o in th*
home is washing the dishes. '.' le tha
[woman without a maid "loafs .... day,"
what, in his estimation, becomes of
otiier necessary brarches of bouae-
work? Bcds are not made by _.._>dent,
nor will a beneficent Providence a<_rub
jthc bathroom, tiust, pick i_p after mi*
lord, count tho wash, do t! .* marketi'nf,
polish the silver or darn the aocks.to
mention only a few of the deta a tbat
out into a wornan's leisuro time.
Th_n there is the big establishmeot

with many servants. I suppose "Bscb**
Ior," and probabiy also "Happy Hus¬
band," thinh those run themsalves.
Tho servants are turned on like tne hot
.water in the morning and tunction
gayly and perfectly all day without su¬

pervision or thought on any body's part.
In business, of course, it ia call-- be¬
ing ln charge of the "peraonneJ."
The trouble is both these gentlemeo

Igeneralize about that of which they
know nothing. Everybody can not and
wo la tiot live ni an apartment ..r.hout
chiidren- and very few women have all
day to Joaf.
Aa for t'no husband __«lping with tha

dishes.why, "pathotically .^mincan"!
I don't know if "Bachelor" i* an L:rsr-
lishman or merely Ludendorff ln di»*
guise, but, being American myaelf, I pre-
.u' to iay it to American efheiency. Ob-
.iously the wif. cannot do thc dishea
before dinner why not both ui them
afterward and get away ear'.y to the
movies.
After all, a great. deal depends «n

liim for whom a woman'a tasks are
done. To bc a dish-washing husbanJ
may bo dreadful; to bo a floor-*crub«
bing wife possibly les* drcadl'ul; bu* M
be the tloor-scrubbing wife of s m»n
with ths limiteii Imagination of "Bache*
ior" or "Happy Huaband"-"ye goi.ml

ANN ELIOf.
Sonth Ornnps, N. _, April .» 1W0.


